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Department of Education and Early Development Last Updated March 27, 2021 

Working Group Member Community Current Position District/Organization Members by Role 
Dr. Barbara L. Adams Nenana Contractor Adams Analytic Solutions Facilitator/Chair 
Michael Johnson Juneau Commissioner Department of Education and Early Development Commissioner 
Leslie Zibell Noorvik Elementary Teacher Northwest Arctic Borough School District Teacher 
Hannah Ward Nondalton Elementary Teacher Lake and Peninsula School District Teacher 
Ben Griese New Stuyahok Special Education Teacher Southwest Region School District Teacher 
Amy Gallaway Fairbanks Secondary Teacher Fairbanks North Star Borough School District Teacher 
Shawn Bernard Anchorage Secondary Special Education Asst. Director Anchorage School District Teacher 
Frances Jackson Glennallen Principal Copper River School District Principal 
Dave Herbert Saint Mary's Superintendent Saint Mary's School District Superintendent 
Barb Amarok Nome School Board Member Nome Public Schools School Board Member 
Arlene Wilson King Cove School Board Member Aleutians East Borough School District School Board Member 
Ethan Sundown Bethel Student Lower Kuskokwim School District Student 
Jade Balansag Wrangell Student Wrangell Public School District Student 
Sally Stockhausen Ketchikan Special Education Teacher Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District State Board Member 
Magy Helle Wasilla Secondary Teacher Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District Governor Appointee 
Cathe' Rhodes Palmer Retired Teacher, former Alaska Statewide Mentor Independent Contractor/Rhodes Consulting Governor Appointee 
Rick Luthi King Salmon Leadership Mentor Lake and Peninsula School District Governor Appointee 

 
Advisors 
Norm Wooten 
Lisa Parady 
Sarah Sledge 
Sheryl Weinberg 
Tim Parker 
Steve Atwater 

 

Position Organization 
Executive Director Association of Alaska School Boards 
Executive Director Alaska Council of School Administrators 
Executive Director Coalition for Education Equity 
Executive Director SERRC - Alaska's Educational Resource Center 
Past President NEA-Alaska 
Executive Dean Alaska College of Education 

 
Observers 
Senator Gary Stevens 
Senator Mia Costello 
Representative Harriet Drummond 
Representative Andi Story 

 

Position Organization 
Senate Education Chair Alaska Legislature 
Senate Education Member Alaska Legislature 
House Education Co-Chair Alaska Legislature 
House Education Co-Chair Alaska Legislature 

 

Department of Education & Early Development Support Staff 
Karen Melin, Deputy Commissioner 
Tamara Van Wyhe, Division Director  
Sondra Meredith, Teacher Certification Administrator 
Erin Hardin, Special Assistant  

 


